Virginia Hospital Center

Arlington, Virginia; September 12, 2006

In 2004, the Medical Society of Virginia Foundation announced the creation of annual Salute to Service awards that recognize outstanding efforts that have substantially improved patient care, both locally and abroad. Salutes are extended to physicians, medical students, and alliance members who are dedicated to creating and nurturing a caring health and disease prevention environment by providing service on behalf of all Virginians, service to the uninsured and underserved, service to the international community, and service to the profession.

The third annual Salute to Service award for “Service to the International Community” has been awarded to the Virginia Hospital Center’s Barry Byer, MD, for the sustained humanitarian healthcare services his Medical Brigade has provided to tens of thousands of underserved Honduran citizens.

The Medical Brigade is a 501c3, non-profit organization that organizes annual, humanitarian-healthcare mission trips to Honduras, the poorest country in all of the Americas; Doctor Byer is the Founder and the Executive Director.  Teams typically consisting of 25 – 30 physicians and surgeons, supplemented by a like compliment of nurses and other non-medical support personnel, donate their vacation time and medical expertise for week-long, maximum-impact trips to small communities in rural Honduras.  The mission was initially organized in response to the devastation caused by Hurricane Mitch in 1998.  Since the inaugural trip in 1999, The Medical Brigade has benefited over 25,000 Honduran citizens, donating millions of dollars of medical supplies in the process.  During the 6th annual trip in 2006 alone, The Medial Brigade served 8,105 patients, performed 89 surgical operations, and donated over $600,000 of medical supplies; it hopes to provide even more assistance on this year’s 7th annual trip, scheduled for the week of October 28 – November 4, 2006.  It has been recognized by The American Red Cross as the largest coordinated effort from a single hospital currently serving in Honduras.

Over the years, The Medical Brigade has improved its mission and service to the people of Honduras by both expanding the scope of medical services offered and by sharing the advances in technology that tend to be taken for granted here in the United States.  This year alone, The Medical Brigade is advancing the mission into three new areas:  audiology, ambulatory capacity, and the training, certification and supply of local Community Health Workers in two separate remote villages for ongoing, day-to-day diagnosis, prescription and care of a specified set of illnesses.  

For additional information about the Virginia Hospital Center Medical Brigade, go to www.virginiahospitalcenter.com and click on “Ways to Give”.

